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Plea to Reunite With England Gets Mlxed Reception

‘Bicentennial Backlash’ Seen

Hers Y ork Thmey News Servce
PHILADELPHIA —

When readers of **The
Pennsylvania Gazette,"
the University of Pennsyl-
vania’s monthly alumni
magazine, turned to the
back cover of the latest is-
sue, they got quite a little
surprise.

. There, in black and
white, was a full page of
rather purple prose calling
for an immediate reunion
of this country with Eng-
land and concluding with a
hearty. “God Save the
Queen!"’

As at Lexington and Con-
cord, the response was
quick and clamorous.

*

-

*“Treason!"’ cried one cal-
ler to the magazine's of-
fices here on the staid, old
Ivy Leaguecampus,

‘*Cancel my subscrip-
tion!"" shouted another,
who reminded the editors
that Benjamin Franklin
had helped to found the
school.

**Just what the hell is go-
ing on?" wrote an irate
member of the John Birch
Soclety.

Meanwhile, down in
Richmond. Va., two young
men with a lifelong passion
for pranks were thoroughly
enjoying the fruits of their
latestone.

-

“‘We were bored by the
Bicentennial,”” John N
Ambrose said in the last
week, after confessing that
he and David A. Gambill
were the only members of
something called *‘The
Committee for Reunion
with England,’* a nonprofit
organization devoted to a
complete revision of I8th-
Century history.

**The whole Bicentennjal
celebration was so-so
vainglorious,”* Ambrose, a
23-year-old graduate of the
Universityof Pennsylvania
and an advertising assis-
tant, continued. “We de-
cided to pop a few
ballpons.”

-

* Gambill,

*

$o0, pins in hand and
tongues in cheek, he and
a 24-year-old
bank employe and gradu-
ateof the University of Vir-
ginia, became latter-day
Tories. Theycreated the
“Committee,”” wrote the
ad setting forth its prin-
ciples, rented a post office
box in Richmond, and sat
back to wait for the fun.

Now, they're getting let-
ters of support and money
— from *'closet lovalists,”
Ambrose said — lo press
their pursuit, and they're
getting some not so favor-
able responsies as well.

**Some guy called me the

*

\-';-

in Penn Alumni Magazine

other day, shouted ‘You
dumb jerk!" and just hung
up.'* Ambrose said. "“We
must have offended his
sense of patriotism or
something."”

Actually, one does not
have to be an Oxford gradu-
ate to understand just how
that might have happened.

‘“As we approach the
200th anniversary of Amer-
ica’s Independence, we
look with dismay and dis-
tress upon the many prob-
lems facing our country,"
they write in their mani-
festo in the ' Gazette.”

“‘The list is long and
growing longer. We stop

L

*

and ask why? What is the
cause?"’

The answer: 'These in-
numerable crises are noth-
ing less than the inevitable
{estering of a grevious mis-
take made 200 years ago:
the American Revolution.”

*‘Messrs. Gamblll & Am-
brose,”” as they signed the
ad, argue that since slave-
ry was abolished in the
British Empire in 1807,
there wouid have been no
Civil War here, no Reconst-
ruction, and no Ku Klux
Klan.

Moreover, without the
American Revolution as a
model, there would bave
been no French, Russlan or

*

Chinese Communist revo-
lutions. Thus, Thomas Jef-
ferson is to blame for Karl
Marx and Mao Tse-Tung.
““The real heroes of that
period were the American
loyalists,”" they continued,
“‘the Torles who could see
what terrible things the
Revolution would cause.”
They propose that all
Tories be given back all
confiscated land and prop-
erty — with interest — and
that the United States im-
mediately petition Queen
Elizabeth 11 and Parlia-
ment for forgiveness.
*Like the prodigal son,
we will be welcomed back
joyously.”” they predict.

'y

“Mother England is kind
and just. If we apologize .
now and promise not to re- |
bel any more, she will go
easyonus.”

As for the rebels and
present American leaders,
“there should be no fear
that President Ford, the
members of Congress or
the Supreme Court will be
sent to prison.”

Of course, they add,

“There cannot be uncon-
ditional amnesty. They
have made mistakes and
must pay a penalty. Per-
haps a period of alternate
service in the Bengal lan-
cers.”
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