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'Sometimes, God 
Would Just as Soon 
You Laugh a . Little' 

Iy DORtS J. WILEY 
01 Tht. Bulletin Staff 

IT WAS A DAY lale in OcttIbtr 
1II1II whe.ncity oUicl.ls. dvtcitad· 
ersandthepu.bllcgathe:redinlhe 
eold at tbe eomer of 16lhlt. and 
J.F. Kennedy blvd., to dedicate the 
new Philadelphia Convention and 
Visitors Bun.u. 

Afttr the Speechtl. the VIPI 
made Lboir way to the Benjamin 
Franklln Hotel for a luncheon in 
honor of lhe oceasion. 

The Rev. EfMSt A. Harding, ret­
tarot historic Christ Church, was 
ukedloalvetbededicatoryprIIY­

" er. 

ranguts with God. He undentands 
In I few words," Dr. Harding uhf 
theotherday,~lIInghltdebut. 

He had been c:ho8en for theVls­
Itora Burtau dedication, he Aid, 
because the mayor at that time, 
Richardson Dilworth. was a par­
ishloneratChrlstChurdi. 

He dismisses the Idea that It Is 
thesparkleofhlslnyocatlonsand 
prayers that hu led 10 "bookings" 
ata rate of thretor four. week. 
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A min of compassion and un­
derstandlng, Dr. Hardin, looked 
out.t the hungry, half·frozen 
grouP. boWfd hi, head and In­
toned: "nank God. Let's eat. 
Amen," 

He saya he "can't tell you haw I 
preparelhem," but when he gets a 
requesl, he briefs hlm&elf on the 
nature 01 the occasion and the 
group and pla.ns his rematits 
aC(Ordlngly ... It doesn't lake as 
long now. It comq a little ea­
ller." 

The Rev. Ernest A. HardinG: "J work to God know. when, • • " 

The luneheon guests broke OUI ID 
applaUle. 

Word spread. Soon Dr. Harding 
became the mOlt aought.afltt 
clef1Ymio In the tesUmonlal ban­
quet. dtdlcahon<r:remony. lunch­
eon circuit. A mIn for _U oc.ca. 
Jioos,guaranteed not to luH hb II .. 
letM!rstolleepbef~theyt.1l. 

"I doD', believe In lon, ha· 

And although tbere are thousands 
of Pblladelphlanswho wllliell you 
how mueh they enjoy Dr. Harding's 
breezydeJlvery, he uys he doesn't 
keep copies of hl5 tatks and ean't 
rec:allexamplesofhls.speaklng. 

ButhellkesdoingUandbelieYt$ 
that II only one.,erson geLs 

anything from It. "it'. worth­
While." He's nO( even put off when 
lOme people "don't Iblen ... lhe 
aameaswhhaermons." 
Tht87·year~ld I1!Ctor will mark 

h\.s3>th ye.rat ChriS! Churchnexi 
October. Boston·born and edu· 
cated, he nil! bas bis cUpped New 
England manner of spealdng. 

"When I was first IIsk~ to come 

Further Adventures of Jimmy the Greek 

to Pblladelphla.. .. be .. id ... 1 told 

the delegation which came tn see 
me dllt I couldn't are leu." Any 
l1!gn!ts?"Never, I Jove the place," 
he said. 

But In theliummerhedeserUthe 
clly'lor Ogunc1uil, Me. "I dclerve 
fwo mcmthsolf," heuJd. "I work 
seven days a week (rom tI.30 A.M. 

tn Gocllmows when. ,.ilmightbe 
7 P.M., Umlghtbemidnlgh(.'" 

Tn Maine he spv!ds hI,Um. 
"watkInJ, fishing, awlmrri'lnf. 
sleeping and eating." • 
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'!Lthe "oldestcontinUOUll~ 
cl1urc.ll" In the c;:ountry-now 280 
)'earsold. 

Visible Profit From Invisible Hughes 
Thi$lIthefou.Mhfna,eriuoIClr­

ficlue.tetrpted from the coJorjul and 
rewofin, MW booIr, "Jimmy the 
Greek," about the world 01 (Clmblin,. 
Hue Jimmy duc:ribu his worll as 
full-tlmepublie-relo!iollflldulur/or 
Howard Hughu during Hu,hu' in· 
tff,ufn, years fn l.Gs Vegalll. 

By .JIMMY (the Greek) SNYDER 

IN FEBRUARY. 1170, at a time 
when the famine w&Supon the box­
Ing pme, I received acaUlram a 
promoter named Harold Conrad. 
"I'm here In vegas," he said, "wilh 
Bob Arum. We'd like to see you." 

Arum wu an attorney lor Muham­
mad AU. al that moment unllunsed 
to box and still appealing hllcon· 
vlction II a dralt resister, A fight 
belw~ Ali and Joe Fruier, Ali', 
JUa:eSIOr as the world heavy­
wf:ight champion, wa. wgrth millions, 
but no Slate would take It. 

eonra.d gol right to the pHnt. "can 
you help us here?" 

"I don't know," I said. "I'm 

n'l commit hlmaell eltber w.y. The 
nextmomlng, (was In the lobby of 
lbe EI Morocco Hot~l, five mlnulet 
before the meeti"8 was 10 ltart. 
From behind the registntion desk. 

., the ,witchboard operator pag!d me 
forap.MInecaU, 

"Jimmy," said the voice on the 
phone. "Mr. Hughes doesn't want this 
filht." 

"Mr, Hugb6" was Howard Rob­
.rdl Hughes Jr. I didn't say a wDrd. 
1~I.eedthephone.Rently,and 
walked over 10 Conrad and Arum. 
"I just found out," I told them, "thllt 
youdon'lhayeachance:." 

Theyunderatood. 'IhBtwastheend 
of whatever chance us V~u h.d 
for the. right and whatever shot I 
had at r,.y three percent. (If an All­
Fruler . flgbt In Veg .. would have 
grossed the S20 mUilon It «rossed In 

:: J:~~ ~~:te~.::~ 
000.) 

lUre the pe.mor Is opp»ed to It. ... 
Howaid Huabo ~y? 

Not that I b.d much choice. At 
Ute: time I worked as a public·rtla· 
tiona consultant"1br the Hughel Ne­
yada Operations. 

but I know blrn well enough IOtbat 
I can.itand talk to.hlm." 

,,;~e::n ',:" ~:,,~~~~ said, 

Such a deal I,not unUJUaI in box· 
In, (or In Laa Vegas). but thla one 
represented a subltanti., amounl­
$30.(0) oot of every million. 

I arnn&ed • tneetlGB .t wbleb em. 
rad.ndArum would make theirpltc:b 
tothegoYemorotNeYllda. Pau1Lax-

No photos, JUS! ImaglnaliOll. 

all, and the members of the state 
boxing eommlJSlon. IIlwa, bonest 
with him, lold him the whole "ory. 
I figured he at l!ast<roUldlillen. 

"Governor, thls is a big 1C0f"e for 
me," 1 lold bim, emphuhinll: my 
three pe.runl. "PitAlie collliider it." 

He laid that be would, but he did-

Be:foreyou Ilk-no, I neyer met 
Howard Hughea and, no, I never 
lalk~ with him. My orders came 
from Bob Maheu. a bulky. balding 
ex-FBI agent, whn beaded Hughes'. 
Nevada. holdings:. He was the sec­
ond most powerlul man tn the state. 
Bob Mabeu had never met Hughes 
eilher,lhoughhehadworkedlorblm 

since 11103. BobtpOkeoft.entoHugh­
es In Hughes' penthouse hideaway 
onihetopOooroflheDesertlno, 
bUlhewuevl!!1lretkent.boutlh.L 

The wealth of Howard Hughes • ., 
freely used, gave luVegll a new 
Image and a new yltality; youc:ould 
sense lteverywhere •• fttrhe be&an 
tnbuyupt.heltateJoI98ll. 

Gambling and tourist income 1.(1. 
cre>tll!!dmorethan25pertentayear. 
twlte the file brfore he came. Sud­
denly. more people tnuted l.U Ve­
gu.11Ieplacewudamnednearre-

spectab'e ...... pub1lc-re1aUonam.u, 
prlvy mt.heeonverutiooofbl.iJmer 
circle ell exeeuUva. I teamed quick­
ly about bislika &Dd dilllkf., For 
OM:1hlnl.hedldn'IUkehookera. 

"Chase those alrls," were Bob Ma­
het.!'sorderttothehoteJpeople.·'}t;r. 
Hughes wants them out." 

'IlIellrwpec:totmeetJn.aladyd. 
the niahtal theblr, or In thecocll:­
tall loullge, b what made tome of 
tbe Vega. hotels. Oe.In Is nice, but 

'1_. r.,. 'o'Of",CeI. l 

Cash Unlimited Paid 
.. ;. 

IN 1947, HUGHES Will nearly kill· 
ed test-pilotingoneofhi,ownplanes. 
He trubed It In the street ill Bev· 
erly Hliit. ayoidlng any homes. 

His face was burned and cut and 
he had broken more booes than the 
doctors could count. He grew a 
moustache tn caver some: of the 
IC&raandMbeganto~tlrom 
people. 

I kMw this story fnim a pretty 
good SOI.It'Oe - cans Jones. my old 
Steubenville pal whole younger 
brotherJohnwulhetSoetorwboput 
blm baeklOlether. JoneIy"Imooey 
helped put John and I.tIOlher brotb­
er throup medical Kbool. He won 
the money gambling. 

The d.y HuJhes was released, 

afte' months 01 surgery .lIkl tfU&,o 
ment, he banded Dr. Joriesaneave:­
• witb acbedl In It. Thedoetot 
:~tlt~t in hi. desk without looIUn& 

The next day he handed tbeen­
velope to-hl,secntllry andNld. 
"Here, youbeuerdepCall tlUl." He 
IlI1t badJt't looked at II. 

A moment later Jbe JeCretu;v 
walked Into his office. She look~ 
puuJed. "Dr. Jones," sbe MId. 
"There's no amount wrlnentn. It', 
just a blank eheckatped by. Mr. 
Hughea." 

How much wouJd you have wrttc.en . 
down? Dr. Jones filled In an IUIIOLmt 
of $100,(0) and donated It tLI chari· 
.y. 

A.dm. rCol~man Gets a 13-Gun/ Salute on Retireme 
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AUist&nt Secmary of the Navy (for 
ftlUpGWr and reserve aHtln) ex­
tolled him u the IMn who "lP'l'ked" 
the Navy and Marine Bica1ttnnlal 
....,..,<bqlDnlnIF_y),.he 
larpat of Ita kind In the country. 1t., 
a cdtbn.tkID the .dmiral won't ba 

:o.":'!'~~~~~~A~CO:; 
sald ..... reedtoexttndmycamtatt 
lor anotberJ)y.I'1." 

beautiful AIID MeGUaa. daughle.r of 
the FtaDk c.p, MeGibIaI nr Haver­
ford (ht', the Rnlor Fidelity veep 
and GOP aogel) hal left her job II 
the: White Bouse to work for AID In 
POrtupl . .• T1Ilngs are. Tough All 
()Yer Dept: Playboy'S Hup HIfDu 
took a m,ooo salary cut .• (From 
$305.(0) to S228,750) Wonder Illha~Jn. 
eludes abe lettuce allowance for the 
bunnIes . . . Nothin. offlclal yet, but 
wun', Strawbrldp '" Clothier vtep 
JIJDII Galany lurveylag IiIUi 
.round Newa"', Del.. tbe "other day 
fw" • poulble 5&-.C outpost? ..• Jad· 
.. 0 is finally m.kln, a film debut. 
And u a heavy calJed Mooae . 
Es-belvywtlJht J.~ 0"Hd0na. 
that is, wbe wartbeari&fnal J&ekIe 
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